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The

THE GLOW OF GIVING.
aan Ridlay Willis lives by
‘theswords her father told

of having done 5o,

eternal volunteer

by Sandra Beckwith

he grets breast cancer and
gpea it as somelhing posilive?
doan Bidley Willis, for ane.

The B2-vear-old optimist feels she got

o new Jease on life seven yaars ago

when she received Lhe dingnosis.

40 Rocieston Macaziue

“TEL3s hadn't happened, Twould
Nl have seen the valie of moving onand
pursuing the things [ love” Willis save,

So, after successiul treatment, Willis
retived om her job as supervising direccor
of atudent support services and special
education Tor Lhe Rochestar Cicy School
Disteict, giving her more time to do her life's

work: helping the community as a volunteer
Willias community affilintions,

past and preseal, momber more Lhan o

chowety, including the Legal Add Sociecy,
tnchestor Children's Mursery (which offers

eolucalional programad and S John's Home,

where she also caves for her B8ovear-nll

mother, And that's on top of s dosen move



FMEET ..,

prolessional alMlliations (she studiced ol
several ingtitutions, including Smith College!
Flarsard University and SUNY Brockpert),
Drivoreed and the mother of anadull son
and stepdanghtor, Willis wonders how she fic

e SVE,

il i brefone petimarent, 1 did it
srreiling, *bat | was a dot more harried chen”
Then again, denuting time is simply o
weay ol il foe e Muost people can sec che
reed tohelp when teagedies ke Huoreicane
Katring strike, Bul Willis racognizes an
angoing need in Che semnninity, She started
as g community volunceer when she was o
beenuger, 10 WNewporl News, YVa,, following
her Falhars example, The ewner o ooservice
station, her father served on the board
ol Uhie black hospital duving segrogation
anel founded the area's block Bows Club,
"My facher said you should always give
bk Willis says. “T pever guestioned it
And soshe spends her retirement fully
ehgsred in work, For the sehanl district's
Ciriel Besowres Metwork, which she's been
involved witl gince itz inceplion 20k vears
agre, Willis trains slall Lo help students
anel Families dealing with teauma and loss,
She works with the Uniled Wiay's “IKids
on Track” impae Leam o assist pro-
teens and adoleseents, She's parl of Lhe
Fochester serviee project ol 'he Links,
[, anarganization of woemen dedicated
to impreving the quality ef Tite in their
communities, She counsels people in
the Ulnited Way's (LA HL program, an
iniciative that helpe working fmilies beeome
finzneindly lilerale by providing free incone
tag help, "L eould have been trained to
prepare taxes,” sha savs, bl 1 oicd what’s
righl up noy alley instead— 1 counseled
peraple about communily resourees,”
O tepr ol Whal, inher “retivement,”
she has traveled to China and Thailand;
talen clazaes in Tai Chi, drawing and Lhe
halistic exercise knewn as Mia; keptap on
her assignments for her beloved book elub;
and even found time to remode] hee Kilehon.
Bk, =13l g soeial worker af: heart,
Willis b= cormmicted to hor lifelong
efforts to improve e communily,
L aen Just sooaware of the impact of
poverty on people's lives” she savs,
Wavhe iU's Lhat swareness that
ks her grateful for what she has T
b o moodd ke, 1 you base vooe health,
safely, securily, a warm place Lo live,
poid Tocel and good riends, chat's aboeul
az much az anvboecdy could asle G
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